Instructions for the Service over Zoom
Zoom Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81079526166?pwd=Q0JFSFE4d0VObTRTdHo3V0dPYmFWUT09
Meeting ID: 810 7952 6166
Passcode: 170458
Dial in: 646 558 8656
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Please use the chat button to convey your celebrations and your prayer concerns. We can save them to a file and
publish them as the prayer list for the congregation on Monday.
Recording this Service
We will record today’s service for members and friends who cannot participate in worship at this hour. The
recording will begin with the Call to Worship and end at the close of the Benediction. We will also post an
audio of the reading and homily.
The service will be ready for viewing beginning on Monday evening and will be available until Saturday
evening. The link to view the service will be in the Monday e-mail. You can listen to the audio and print a copy
of the sermon from the church’s website:
https://www.shcong.org/worship

Fifth Sunday in Easter
May 15, 2022 at 10:00 AM
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Friends, come. We gather in this time and place to offer our praise to God, who made heaven
and earth.
We come to give thanks to the one whose name is exalted above all others.
Raise your voices to sing new songs to the living God.
OPENING HYMN

God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale
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UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Steadfast and holy God, you call us to be your church. You call us to be your light to
dispel the darkness in our world. Through our ministries, you call us to offer hope to
strangers by proclaiming love’s power in this community. Set your Holy Spirit among
us. May it move among us and through us. Grant that it will empower us to use our
spiritual gifts to continue the ministry Jesus began long ago. Amen.
SCRIPTURE - Acts 11:1-26
Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and it came close to me. As I
looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I
also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means,
Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the
voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told
me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers
also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called
Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God
has given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except
Jews. But among them were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch,
spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with
them, and a great number became believers and turned to the Lord. News of this came to the
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw
the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with
steadfast devotion, for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great
many people were brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and
when he had found him he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they
met with the church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples
were first called “Christians.”
HOMILY
HYMN

I Want to be Ready
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

In the Midst of New Dimensions

BENEDICTION
The flowers this morning given by Candy and Mike Iwanicki
in loving memory of George Gunn, whose birthday was May 9
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