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 John’s Prologue doesn’t have the marks of a story, let alone a Christmas story. Rather, 

it’s a philosophical discourse about the “word,” which in Greek translates to logos, which has 

two basic meanings, to count and to say or speak. Logos’ meaning, though, comes from its 

context, which in the New Testament can mean a story, a saying, or a prophecy. It is the divine 

revelation of Jesus, as in the “word of God.” John, however, contextualized it with Hebrew 

wisdom literature, making logos and wisdom synonymous. 

 Yet, this is a Christmas story. Whereas Luke introduced Jesus as the one who would 

promote God’s kingdom against Caesar’s Empire or Matthew, who introduced Jesus as the 

world’s Messiah, John introduced Jesus as the source of wisdom. 

 Wisdom is not intellectual capacity. Rather, it is a way of living. Wisdom enables us to 

live fully in a manner that allows us to flourish and to live in true peace.  

 That was the peace the angels in Luke proclaimed. It was more than the absence of war or 

violence. It was shalom, the wholeness of life. It was peace predicated upon justice emerging out 

of a radically, inclusive understanding of love. They sang of God’s peace contrary to Caesar’s 

peace, a peace maintained in fear, oppression, and greed. 

 When you think of all the Christmas shows and movies, God’s peace is the underlying 

theme for all of them. The Grinch realized that Christmas was not about presents under the tree. 

George Bailey found that his kindness and compassion for his neighbors, who were also his 

friends, made a real difference in Bedford Falls. The Peanuts gang learned that humility is 

beautiful. Scrooge discovered generosity as the antidote for misery.  



 These were all wisdom’s lessons.  

 Wisdom, who was present at the start of Creation, spoke these words in Proverbs 8:22-

23: 

“The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 

 the first of his acts of long ago. 

Ages ago I was set up, 

 at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  

 John wrote, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.” Later he 

wrote, “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” Thus, Jesus was both God incarnate and 

Wisdom’s incarnation. 

 The birth stories make the point that Christmas celebrates God breaking into this world. 

When you think about this, God chose to live among us. Furthermore, God chose Mary and 

Joseph, who were not rich and had no social prestige or standing.  

 Because he dwelt with them, Jesus gave hope to people who were at society’s bottom. 

Consequently, he could understand what they encountered every day, which enabled him to 

serve them and advocate for them effectively. We could say that he had “street cred.” 

 By speaking truth to power, by lifting up the lowly, Jesus ensured that all people were 

lifted up, that all people would know God’s love for them. No one would be too far down the 

economic ladder to be seen.  

 What applied in First Century Palestine applies today as well. We’re called to continue 

the ministry Jesus began. Just as Jesus was the light to all people then, we can be the light to all 

people now.  

 Christmas is our reminder that God came into this world and offered a contrary vision to 

Caesar’s Empire and through Jesus’ ministry and by his death and resurrection proclaimed that 



God’s ways, wisdom, are the way of true life and that life always overcomes death. God’s 

presence in our world says that we maintain peace through love, not fear and that God’s love has 

the power to transform this world.  

 Christmas is hope. Hope that this world’s darkness: poverty, famine, war, homelessness, 

racism, sexism, … will end as Jesus is the light to dispel that darkness. 

 Christmas is the fulfillment of what we say each week, “thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.” Until then, we have this annual reminder that another world is possible because God 

came to dwell among us, share our common lot, and teach us wisdom. In gratitude, we are called 

to continue the work begun 2000 years ago. As the late Howard Thurman wrote: 

The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 

 


