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 On this wedding celebration’s third day, the wine ran out. Jesus, responding to his 

mother’s request, turned more than 100 gallons of water into good wine. Thus, not only saving 

the bridegroom from embarrassment, but elevating his stature among the guests. This was the 

first miracle John reported. 

 Though a miracle, its symbolism conveyed a deeper meaning, as we might expect from 

John. This was the third day. Symbolically, it echoed Hebrew scripture and foreshadowed what 

was to come. On the third day of the third month of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness, they 

stood at the base of Sinai as “Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God. They took 

their stand at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the 

Lord had descended upon it in fire; the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole 

mountain shook violently.” (Exodus 19:17-18) Moses ascended the mountain and returned with 

the Ten Commandments. Of course, we know the third day as Easter, the day of resurrection, the 

day when the world learned that life always overcomes death, that love always triumphs over 

fear, and that God will always have the last word. 

 The wedding, then, was not just a wedding between a bride and groom. From Hebrew 

scripture a wedding symbolized the covenant between God and humankind. Following Judah’s 

return to Jerusalem from the Babylonian exile around 539 BCE, Isaiah wrote: (54:5-7, 10) 

For your Maker is your husband, 

 the Lord of hosts is his name; 

the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, 

 the God of the whole earth he is called. 

For the Lord has called you 

 like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, 



like the wife of a man’s youth when she is cast off, 

 says your God. 

For a brief moment I abandoned you, 

 but with great compassion I will gather you. 

For the mountains may depart 

 and the hills be removed, 

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, 

 and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, 

 says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 

 For John’s followers, the wedding was a foretaste of what was to come. The wedding was 

the celestial feast, the messianic banquet, which awaits everyone at the end of their mortal days. 

Everyone was welcome. Everyone was fed. Everyone had wine. This wedding was also a 

microcosm of the kingdom of God. John used the wedding at Cana to announce that the kingdom 

of God was imminent. The world had changed, and Jesus was the change.  

 Though Jesus was a guest, this story’s symbolism made him the eschatological 

bridegroom. He would be the one with whom we would have our covenantal relationship at the 

end of time. John established for his followers Jesus’ status as the long-awaited Messiah. 

 The symbolism even extended to wine. In Hebrew scripture, wine was synonymous with 

blessings. “On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 

feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.” 

(Isaiah 25:6) That Jesus did not only make new wine, Jesus made better wine, further 

establishing a new creation for the world and better than before. 

 John used the implicit hope of love forming a new life which accompanies weddings as a 

metaphor for the Good News in Jesus. This story breathed hope into most of the lives of people 

in First Century Palestine. Their plight was over. Living under oppression and fear would be no 

more.  



 John wrote this gospel decades after Jesus’ ascension. It was a time of great uncertainty. 

Jesus had yet to return. He wrote it to assure his followers that Jesus was the Messiah and to 

remain steadfast in their belief that God’s reign on earth will come. 

 We’re still waiting for the messianic banquet.  

 Progress towards shalom, God’s peace flowing out of justice rooted in love, is slow and 

does not follow a smooth trajectory. It’s uneven. Nevertheless, when we look retrospectively, 

progress is undeniable. Congressional membership stopped being an exclusive enclave of white 

men long ago, and we would find it strange to watch television without seeing women and 

people of color in positions of prominence. If twenty years ago someone said, “We’ll elect a 

Black president,” we likely might have said, “not in my lifetime.” The “Me-Too” movement 

awakened our treatment of women just as Black Lives Matter has awakened our understanding 

of race. Just last week, the Yankees just named Rachel Balkovec to manage their Class A minor 

league team, the Tampa Tarpons. She is the first woman to manage a minor league baseball 

team.  

 We should not, however, think that these very positive signs obviate our current realities, 

such as gross income inequality. Racial prejudice is still very much alive. There is something 

wrong when we accept active shooter drills in school as normal because we can’t regulate gun 

ownership in any meaningful way. How is it that one in six children
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 in the richest nation in the 

history of the world lives in poverty? Why is it that the United States has the highest 

incarceration rate of any country in the world? 
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 We want to celebrate the wedding. We want to drink good wine. We want the entire town 

to share in the joyful feast. That’s our hope. That’s the messianic banquet we pray for every 

week when we say, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 The work of justice is a struggle. Rev. William Barber and the Poor People’s Campaign 

is today’s conscience just as Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, was the nation’s conscience before 

him. Preceding him were the suffragists: Susan B. Anthony, Ida Wells, and Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton. They, along with many others over the centuries, worked to open the wedding feast. 

Striving for justice is to see abnormality in what many people see as normal. Striving for justice 

is to seek to change the normal to the abnormal.  

 Dr. King addressed it in 1958 before a gathering at the University of California at 

Berkley of YMCA and YWCA members. He framed it not as abnormality, but maladjusted: 

“Now we all should seek to live a well-adjusted life in order to avoid neurotic and 

schizophrenic personalities. But there are some things within our social order to which I 

am proud to be maladjusted and to which I call upon you to be maladjusted. I never 

intend to adjust myself to segregation and discrimination. I never intend to adjust myself 

to mob rule. I never intend to adjust myself to the tragic effects of the methods of 

physical violence and to tragic militarism. I call upon you to be maladjusted to such 

things. I call upon you to be as maladjusted as Amos who in the midst of injustices in his 

day cried out in words that echo across the generation, ‘Let judgement run down like 

waters and righteousness as a mighty stream.’ … As maladjusted as Jesus of Nazareth 

who dreamed a dream of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. God grant 

that we will be so maladjusted that we will be able to go out and change our world and 

our civilization. And then we will be able to move from the bleak and desolate midnight 

of man’s inhumanity to man to the bright and glittering daybreak of freedom and 

justice.”
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